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Unluckily for him the plot was suspected, and he
was arrested on board. He tore up the fatal papers
.and threw the pieces overboard. But this was
seen. The scraps had floated on the sea and were
picked up and put together and the plot revealed.
Crichton, seeing that the facts could not be
deniedj confessed everything.
The Scottish lords realized their danger. They
had force behind them, retainers and men-at-arms
whom they could use. Esme Stuart, now Earl of
Lennox, had no such following, and the King
was only a child who could not give orders or
win over anyone to act for him. The nobles
pounced on James and put him under strict
supervision. They would have seized Lennox
and put him to death, but he escaped just in
time. From now on there could be no hope of
Scotland becoming an ally of Rome. And as
James grew up he could not fail*to see that it
was only as a Protestant he could be King. To
Catholics his mother Mary was still the rightful
ruler. If she and her cause won, James must lose
his position. He was not able to think that an
attractive prospect. Therefore he settled down
to welcome the continued imprisonment of his
mother, and in the end not*to oppose her death.
But if Scotland and her ruler in this way kept
steadily on the Protestant road, Ireland was very
different. Indeed, it is from now that the real
cause of English and Irish enmity showed itself.
The English and the Scots changed their religion,